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Senior SING!: 


Familiar Product, 
Great Packaging 


By MAX WILLENS 


It has long been a pos- 
tulate that Senior SING! is 
an epic, sprawling mess of 
pot and penis jokes, with 
cracks on the administra- 
tion thrown in occasionally 
for good measure. The dif- 
ference every year brings, 
however, is what setting 
these jokes are delivered in, 
and this year’s graduating 
class chose a culturally hip 
piece of packaging that is at 
once diverse and accommo- 
dating to a mass audience. 

The show begins with 
three witches hovering over 
a cauldron, summarizing 
the coming plot twists, 
included in which is a son 
avenging his father’s mur- 
der and reclaiming his king- 
dom, which is doomed to 
fall. Macbeth, anyone? 
However, the plot and char- 
acter borrowing don’t stop 
there: Sara Lewkowicz’s 
character is a walking 
Wayne’s World reference who 
actually delivers lines from 
the original movie verbatim. 
While it doesn’t ever get 
quite that explicit again, the 
references continue to pile 
up in the script, with 90's 
favorites like The Usual 
Suspects and Fight Club along- 
side older stuff ranging 
from The Wonder Years to 
Hamlet. The script wasn’t 
the only part of the show 
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Class of ’01: Back-to-Back Victories 


Removal of 
Judge’s Scores 
Did Not Affect 

Overall Outcome 


By JEFF ORLOWSKI 


The Murray Kahn Theater 
erupted with cheers and rally- 
ing cries of “Senior SING!” on 
Saturday, April 21 as the bare- 
footed SU President Matt 
Kelly declared victory for 
Senior SING!. Junior SING! 
managed to surpass Soph- 
Frosh for the more contested 
second place. This was follow- 
ing a protest made by Annie 
Thoms, Faculty Advisor of 
Junior SING!, against the rul- 
ings of one of the judges, cit- 
ing that he had been partial to 
Senior SING! 

According to junior 
SING! Coordinator Jane 
Chernomorskaya, the original 
scores for Friday, based on 11 


Junior SING! 2000 won, Senior SIN 


err tes 


G! 2001 won. 
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judges, placed Soph-Frosh 
SING! in second place and 
Junior SING! in third. After 
the controversial scores were 
removed, Junior SING! defeat- 
ed Soph-Frosh SING! on 


Friday. Had they remained, 
Junior SING! would still have 
defeated Soph-Frosh SING!. 
According to Junior SING! 
Producer, Michael Vogel, “We 
went into Saturday’s perfor- 


mance thinking that we were 
in third place.” 

COSA Frank Mazzetti, 
senior SING! Coordinator 
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
AWAITS CURRICULUM CHANGE 


By SUZANNE GRANDT 


Beginning in September 
2001, the junior and senior 
Social Studies curricula will be 
switched: juniors will take 
American History, and seniors 
will take American 


Government and Economics, 
according to Jennifer Suri, the 
Social Studies Department 
Chair. 

According to Suri, the 
change was due primarily to 
concern that seniors were fail- 
ing the American History and 
Government Regents, an 


Amnesty Holds 


National Week of Student Action 


= — i [. 
From left: Elan Schnitzer, Diana Lee, Jane Carlen, Alex Berke, and 
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Michelle Hirsch, surround the 
table for Amnesty Interational’s National Week of Student Action. . SEE ARTICLE PAGE 7 


exam necessary for graduation 
from Stuyvesant. If the course 
were switched with 
Government and Economics, 
students who had failed the 
exam would be able to retake 
it during their senior year, giv- 
ing them a second chance to 
graduate on schedule. 

Another reason for the 
change is the rigor of the 
Government and Economics 
courses. Suri said that taking 
American History, a slightly 
less taxing course, would ease 
the pressure on the junior 
class. In addition, the new 
schedule will allow students to 
take the SAT II exam in 
American history before 
applying to college. Finally, 
according to Suri, a founda- 
tion in American history will 
be beneficial to the students’ 
understanding of the later 
Social Studies courses. 

"It makes more sense edu- 
cationally,” said Suri. “I feel 
having an understanding of 
American History will help 
kids have a better understand- 
ing of the Supreme Court. 
You could have a deeper 
understanding of the cases." 

Suri said the change will 
take place gradually, in order 
to regulate the supply of 
American History books, 


teachers and grading. One 
third of the junior class (those 
sophomores now in home- 
rooms 3A to 3H), will be tak- 
ing American History next 
year. 

According to Suri, 
Principal Stanley Teitel 
brought the issue to her in 
early March. She approved it, 
and he subsequently brought 
it up at a Social Studies 
department meeting where it 
received mixed responses. 

“Pedagogially speaking, I 
think it makes more sense to 
have government and eco- 
nomics before studying US 
history,” said social studies 
teacher Ellen Schweitzer. “It’s 
hard to understand a lot of 
historical development with- 
out understanding the eco- 
nomic forces behind them. 
It’s possible to study eco- 
nomics as an abstract set of 
models, but it’s not possible to 
study history that way.” 

Social studies teacher Kit 
Olivi said, “[the new policy] is 
just another way of separating 
things into categories instead 
of seeing them as a whole.” 

Schweitzer added, “[The 
administration] didn’t let us 
vote. There was no show of 
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Editorials and Opinions 


Threat at Stuy, 
in Retrospect 


en a threat of violence 

hits a school, the Principal 

is put into a very tough sit- 

uation. Is the threat seri- 

ous enough to warrant the closing of 

school? What precautionary measures 

should be taken? The aforementioned 

threat was written on a desk in room 

335 as a Columbine repeat, and 

appeared with the date March 27. 

According to Satin, it was first report- 

ed to the administration the previous 
Thursday, March 22. 


We believe that Principal Stanley 
Teitel made the right decision in not 
closing school on March 27th. The 
threat was taken seriously—extra secu- 
rity officers were in the building, as 
were several police officers. Although 
Teitel has the authority to bring in X- 
ray machines, he chose not to. The 
presence of such a device would only 
raise the level of anxiety in the school. 


When being responsible for the 
lives of others, it is wise to be safe 
rather than sorry. On the other hand, 
if the administration had decided to 
close the school, they would be saying 
that Stuyvesant would give in toa 
threat or prank. 


Still, the administration did an 
inadequate job in its communication 
with the Stuyvesant community. They 
first knew about the threat the 
Thursday before the date in question, 
giving them five days to make a deci- 
sion. Not once was an attempt made 
to notify the parents as to what precau- 
tions were being taken. Rumors con- 
tinued to spread around the school. 
Teitel’s first public comment came at 
the end of eighth period the day 


before the intended incident. The 
announcement seemed intentionally 
vague, stating that the administration 
and the Board of Education have 
taken “all the necessary steps to ensure 
everyone’s safety.” He continued by 
reminding the student body of the 
“zero tolerance” policy, and that any 
threatening behavior, whether serious 
or in jest, would result in the most 
severe consequences to those involved. 
For those in the school who had not 
yet heard the rumors, this announce- 
ment would only have caused appre- 
hension. 


The administration’s first com- 
ment to the parents came in a letter 
addressed April 2. All of the informa- 
tion provided in the letter could have 
easily been distributed to the students 
during a homeroom on Monday 
March 26. The parents would have 
been notified before the date of the 
threat, and they could have made an 
informed decision as to whether or 
not they wanted their child in school. 
With much of the school unaware that 
a threat was posted at all, a noticeable 
number of students were absent on 
March 27. Stuyvesant averages 180 
absences a day, and on March 27, 
there were 462 absences. 
Approximately 280 students were 
absent as a result of the threat. 


Although the administration made 
a good decision in keeping school 
open, the Stuyvesant community 
should have had full knowledge well in 
advance. If the administration wants 
to have the community’s trust and 
respect, they’re going to have to 
improve their communication. 


Editor’s Note: The letter sent by Principal Stanley Teitel to the parents can 
be found at our website, www.stuyspectator.org. Also there is the announce- 
ment Principal Teitel made on March 26, 2001. 
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Six Flags For 
Sophomores 


HEY EVERYONE! Who’s 
going to Six Flags? When I 
asked this question to random 
Stuy kids, some people said 
“Huh? What trip?” and others 
sputtered “You crazy?” There 
were also some sarcastic “Oh 
yeah, of course!” remarks, but 
most of all, annoyed looks. 

Well, forget that last cate- 
gory of people. The point is 
that Stuy kids are either blind 
(or might as well be, with 
their noses buried in AP Euro 
books—I’ve never quite 
understood what it is that’s so 
fascinating), or just don’t 
care. 

The Six Flags thing was 
supposed to be a sophomore 
class trip, scheduled to take 
place in late April or early 
May. But when there are SATs 
and APs to study for, a vaca- 
tion in between (seriously, 
would you really want to go to 
Six Flags when you could be 
home sleeping?), and a sup- 
posed semi-formal any time 
soon, scheduling is hard. So, 
we decided to have the trip 
on April 28, which conve- 
niently coincides with the 
Speech and Debate State 
Tournament. Say, maybe 
somebody should start a peti- 
tion (good going, Lida Shao). 

All kinds of incentives 
have been thrown into the 
package, monetary and other- 
wise. There’s the discount, 
the free busing, and perhaps 
most important of all, the 
impressive “school-sponsored” 
status, designed to allay the 
fears of even the most para- 
noid parents. The trip is now 
open to the whole school, but 
unfortunately, not too many 
upperclassmen would deign 
to partake in our pathetic 
gathering. The fact that the 
Six Flags poster by the escala- 
tor has been replaced with a 
sign that reads “STOP TOR- 
TURE!” says it all. 

Most conspicuously of all, 
though, it seems that the 
ubiquitous Asian crowd has 
been excluded from all this. 
Alex Herman, Daniel Krinsky, 
Serena G. Scholz, Chloe 
Pollack, Sofia Mokotoff, Mike 


Litwack--everybody I know 
who is going also happens to 
be white (Okay, I know a total 
of two people who are 
going...but still). Gee. I feel 
like Chris Rock at the Oscars. 

Well, prove me wrong, all 
you sixth floor bar people. 
Get involved. 


Azngurl_568,492: Emily, u 
there? 


Azngurl_437,625: This is 
Tiffany. Emily’s like 
Azngurl_437,626! 


Azngurl_568,492: Sorry. Hey, 
let’s go to Six Flags! 


The innate problem with 
the trip is that for most of us, 
standing in line at Six Flags 
with total strangers while get- 
ting badly sunburned is not 
all that appealing. It’s hard to 
engender “unity” and “spirit” 
when the day will be spent 
vomiting and cutting people 
in line. My suggestion for 
next year: whereas we may be 
hesitant to give up a weekend, 
we would be more than happy 
to show our school spirit on a 
school day, like, oh let’s say, 
this coming Wednesday. 

Well, there’s always next 
year. Think about it like this: 
Next year, we’ll all be taking 
physics. As diligent science 
students, we promise to use 
this opportunity to gather all 
kinds of wonderful data 
regarding the velocity of 
rollercoasters. 


CORRECTIONS 


e Senior Rachel Pecker was incorrectly referred to as a 


junior in the April 2 issue. 


eSam Faeder’s name was misspelled in the same issue. 
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Opinions and Letters 


Junior Class President 
Defends Merits of E-Day 


To the editor: 


Last year, the administra- 
tion pushed for the end of 
Elective Day—perhaps the most 
unique, student-friendly day 
on the Stuyvesant calendar. 
The arguments made by the 
administration then seem simi- 
lar to many of those espoused 
by faculty members in both 


your _ article (SE for 
Extraneous”) and the staff edi- 
torial (April 2, 2001). 


Specifically, the faulty reason- 
ing of Steven Farbstein, who 
felt that E-day meant: "there 
goes Friday." Perhaps Mr. 
Farbstein lost some instruc- 
tional time, but the last time I 
checked, there is no shortage 
of time alloted for science 
instruction at Stuyvesant. 
Thus, the loss of 20 minutes of 
class time for one day should 
not be used against a program 
valuable to students. 

The fact is, for one half- 
day, students are the ones 
judging faculty members, quite 
possibly a reason for the facul- 
ty's seeming discontent. 
Students size up whether or 
not they feel comfortable with 
a particular instructor, and see 
if the course material is to 
their liking. Elective Day 
empowers students to make 


informed decisions about their 
courses for the upcoming 
semester. 

Last year, a student peti- 
tion to save Elective Day gar- 
nered over 1,000 signatures in 
under 40 minutes—a clear sign 
of student support. And, lest 
those in opposition of Elective 
Day argue the signatures were 
probably just second-semester 
seniors looking for a free after- 
noon, only freshmen, sopho- 
mores, and juniors were 
allowed to sign. 

I do agree that E-Day 
needs to be expanded and 
modified. The addition of stu- 
dents to the E-Day program, as 
suggested by Judith Hawk is a 
wonderful idea, but should not 
serve as a replacement for the 
normal E-Day format; it should 
be used in addition to teacher 
"sales" to make a great day 
even better. 

I urge the administration 
to collaborate with the Student 
Union and faculty to make 
Elective Day an even more 
beneficial day for the student 
body, so there is no more need 
for "Save Elective Day" peti- 
tions or faculty grumbling. 


Scott Burr 
Junior Class President 


Ask Ling About Anything 


Send questions to askling@hotmail.com 


Dear Ling: 

Would it be wrong for a 
senior to date a freshman? I 
know three years isn't that 
much later on in life, but at 
what point is that kind of 
gap ok? 

G.Q. 


Dear G.Q., 

Later on in life 
three years will 
make little differ- 
ence, but in high 
school all things are 
magnified. My con- 
cern is a senior and 
freshman might 
have trouble find- 
ing things in com- 
mon, since both are at very 
different points in their 
lives. It’s also difficult to see 
where such a relationship 
would lead-since we are two 
months away from gradua- 
tion. (gasp!) Also, there are 
certain laws concerning rela- 
tionships between legal 
adults and minors. With all 
these obstacles I would 
advise against such a rela- 
tionship. However, matters 
of the heart are rarely logi- 
cal. According to the New 
York Penal Code, Article 
130, someone who is less 
than 21, but over 18, who 
has sex with a minor (under 
17)five years younger or 
more, can be charged with 
sexual misconduct. Sexual 
misconduct is a misde- 
meanor, which carries a 


Who Will Mourn The SAT? 
You Just Might. 


By MATT WASSERMAN 


maximum sentence of one 
year. Don’t let the opinions 
of others run your life-~just 
be aware of the conse- 
quences. 


Dear Ling: 
When I try to call some- 
one on my cell 
phone and I use 
the analog option, 
it costs lots of 
money and the 
call ends up being 
really fuzzy. How 
do I solve these 
problems? 

-B.D. 


Dear B.D., 

I think you should “bust 
digital.” In other words, 
avoid the costly analog calls 
by switching to digital ser- 
vice. Cellular signals are 
transmitted over radio waves 
by cellular towers. Almost all 
cell phone services offer dig- 
ital and analog options. A 
digital transmission is car- 
ried on a higher frequency 
and travels faster and is 
more efficient than analog 
signals. Remember what you 
learned in physics? The best 
option may be Digital 
Personal Communication 
Services (PCS), which uti- 
lizes completely digital 
transmissions. You can 
always go down to the first 
floor and use the 25 cent 
phones... 


The President of the 
University of California system 
recently announced that he 
was planning to drop the 
SATs as a criterion for admis- 
sion. This popularized a 
recent trend to reject stan- 
dardized tests in general, and 
the SAT in particular. It also 
drastically reduced the 
chances of Stuyvesant students 
to get into Berkeley and the 
other UC schools. 
Unfortunately for Stuyvesant 
students, the tidal wave of de- 
standardization seems to be 
gathering force and is likely to 
swamp many more elite 
havens of learning in the 
future. 

Stuyvesant students face 
several disadvantages when 
applying to college. A concern 
of Stuyvesant students is 
whether colleges only accept a 
certain number of students 
from any given school, and 
Stuyvesant is teeming with 
qualified applicants. New York 
City in general has an over- 
abundance of qualified appli- 
cants and thus qualified stu- 
dents from the Big Apple are 
routinely broad-sided by the 
one kid in North Dakota who 
got a 1200 on his SATs. As if 
we needed any more handi- 
caps, according to education 
specialist Ann Valentino, 
Stuyvesant has one of the 
harshest grading policies of 
any school on the East Coast. 


However, until now, we've 
always been able to rely on 
one advantage; the "superior" 
education that Stuy provides 
not only leaves you better pre- 
pared for college than your 
neighborhood public school, 
but also leaves you better pre- 
pared for any test designed 
for the general populace. As 
the New York Resident says, 
“its tradition of excellence is 
evident through unprecedent- 
ed results, assessments, course 
scholarship and _ various 
awards and acheivements.” 

Unfortunately, the com- 
mitment to fair grading that 
Stuyvesant prides itself upon 
now risks leaving its graduates 
in the cold. According to 
Professor Harvey Finkelstein, 
Harvard now gives over half of 
its students A's or A minuses. 
How many Stuy students 
receive such high grades? If 
the symbol of elite Americana 
has now contented itself to 
such grade inflation, just 
think of what that school in 
New Jersey with the rabid PTA 
gives its students. Already, kids 
with inflated grades are steal- 
ing many of our Ivy League 
spots. 

This trend towards aban- 
doning the SAT may prove to 
be unfortunate not only for 
Stuy but for all of higher edu- 
cation as well. Admittedly, the 
SAT is a flawed test, but stan- 
dardized tests are required to 
be able to gauge how pre- 
pared students are for college. 
However, that doesn't damp- 


en the need for a universal 
standard so schools can judge 
the comparative suitability of 
a student from North Dakota 
and a kid from Boston; with- 
out a common context, it's 
like comparing Apples to 
IBM's. 

Sadly, the flaw in the SAT 
that has recently tarnished its 
status as the oracle of college 
admissions is something that 
is not simply correctible by 
replacing it with the ACT or 
another similar standard. The 
main problem with the SAT, 
and any standardized test, is 
that when people study for 
the test the results are skewed. 
Thus, not only is the SAT inef- 
fective at predicting how suc- 
cessful you'll be in college, but 
also tends to unfairly favor 
middle and upper class kids 
who can afford review courses. 

The SAT may be flawed, 
but abandoning the concept 
of standardized testing in 
response is a Classic example 
of throwing the baby out with 
the bathwater. Instead of the 
SAT, I suggest that ten nation- 
wide, standardized tests be 
devised each year with a com- 
mon scoring scale. Students 
would be administered one of 
the ten tests at random and 
thus the score would be far 
less influenced by studying 
and far more predictive. But 
until that happens, every time 
an educator thinks of aban- 
doning the SAT, I urge them 
to show a little pity for us 
poor, smart kids and refrain. 


Editorial Cartoon by Alison Shapiro 
SING CDS ON SALE NOW!!! 


1, See 
oy Ale $f 


That's right folks, SING! cds! Own the soundtrack to Stuyvesants most popular production for just 
$17.99. Buy one now and you'll hear fourteen digitally remastered tracks of PEOPLE SCREAMING! 
You'll hear hit numbers like, "Go Junior SING!" by Some Guy in the Third Row and “Soph-Frosh 
Sucks," the heartwarming duet by Two Kids in the Balcony. And of course, there's lots of good old 


fashioned screaming, whooping and whistling, too. Order now and you'll get a bonus track of MORE 
PEOPLE SCREAMING! So pick up a copy today, and relive SING! 2001. We guarantee you'll hear lots 
of people screaming - just like the real thing! 
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Junior SING! in De-Nile 


By YOUSAF KHALID 


Winning isn’t everything, 
certainly not to Junior SING! 
2001. Challenged by last 
year’s champions and an espe- 
cially talented Soph-Frosh pro- 
duction, Junior SING! pulled- 
off a relatively entertaining 
and festive show. While there 
were technical problems with 
microphones and certain 
inappropriate humor, there 
was much effort involved, and 
this was reflected in the per- 
formances on Friday, April 
20th, and Saturday, April 21st, 
when they took 2nd place 
overall. 

The show began with a 
high-energy overture featuring 
three guitarists, Tamir 
Novotny, Dan Yotive, and 
Toshiro Sugihara, as well as 
keyboardist Amit Friedlander, 
playing an original composi- 
tion by Novotny. The four- 
some was zestful and vibrant as 
they bounced around the 
stage and posed like rock 
stars, performing an array of 
pieces like “Jump” by Van 
Halen and a remix of 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. 
The opening selections were 
well chosen and roused the 
audience. Then the storyline 
began. 

Not as current as the 
Soph-Frosh Survivor theme or 
as complex as Senior SING!’s, 
the plot of Junior SING! was 
fairly straight-forward. The 
setting was ancient Egypt. The 
pharaoh of Egypt (Tim Cho) 
has to find a suitor for his 
daughter, Princess Nefret 
(Suzanne Grandt). He choos- 
es Seth (Ben Softness) to 
marry his daughter and 
become heir to his throne. 
Not surprisingly, the 
pharaoh’s Chief of 
Entertainment, Asorkin 
(Tommy Lax), is the greedy 
subject-turned-villain who 
wants to marry Princess Nefret 
so he can rule the world. How 
original. Asorkin and his evil 


henchman, Zozer (Michael 
Golik), kidnap the Princess 
and take her to the “Pyramid 
of Doom-Terror.” In fear of 
the bloodcurdling Pyramid, 
only Seth’s companion 
Botehman (Eden Marx) and 
four “Pharaoh’s Angels”, 
Imogen (Lindsey Gurin), Kiya 
(Mira Rapp-Hooper), Nyla 


I 


Eugene Oh as the ghost, surrounded by Junior SING!’s modern 


the humor was inappropriate 
and simply not funny, as the 
cast made numerous jabs at 
Brooklyn Tech during 
Saturday night’s performance. 
These had been directed at 
Stuyvesant’s second-term 
seniors on Friday night, but 
was changed because it came 
off as too mean-spirited. 


Ethan Moses / The Spectator 
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dancers (Clockwise from |- Joanne Leong, Diana Lee, Courtney 
You, Carolyn Soroka, Olga Karabinech.) 


(Candace Nuzzo), and 
Hetepsi (Liz O’Callahan) join 
him. They reach the Pyramid 
where they encounter a ghost 
(Eugene Oh). In order for 
Seth to redeem his fiancé, the 
ghost tells the group that they 
must pass three different chal- 
lenges, involving overworked 
themes like, “The Ten 
Thousand Dollar Question,” 
open a locked door, and get 
past the terrifying mummies. 
In the end, they pass the chal- 
lenges and Seth returns home 
to marry Princess Nefret. 

Most of the acting in 
Junior SING! was suitable, at 
best. The characters were 
decently cast and occasionally 
funny, although the major 
comic relief was provided by 
Botehman, with his lewd sense 
of humor, and the ghost, 
whose bizarre cackle and 
extreme anger added spunk to 
the show. At times, much of 


Further, the cast insulted the 
other SING!s, which made 
their performance seem 
obnoxious. 

As for sound, Junior 
SING! had a number of micro- 
phone problems. On Friday 
night, there were a few scenes 
when the cast was not audible, 
but on Saturday, the sound 
improved and there were only 
a few technical mistakes. The 
sound category on the judges 
sheet was disqualified, howev- 
er, and therefore these prob- 
lems cannot be attributed to 
any error on the part of the 
Juniors. 

While plot and casting 
play major roles in SING!, the 
most important aspects are the 
chorus and singing, two areas 
in which the juniors didn’t cut 
it. The “Pharaoh’s Angels” 
performed modified versions 
of Britney Spears’ “Crazy” and 
Destiny’s Child “Survivor.” 


Not only were the songs tacky, 
but they were also sung off- 
tune most of the time. The 
lyrics were bad and hardly 
understandable. As for Seth 
and Botehman’s “love song” to 
Nefret, the audience may have 
confused it for an adolescent’s 
cry for help (in singing better, 
that is). The few remaining 
songs of the chorus were weak 
and lacked the enthusiasm of 
the other SING!s; most of the 
time, the orchestra overpow- 
ered their voices. 

One of the highlights of 
Junior SING! was its set. The 
stage opened to a casual mar- 
ketplace scene with a large 
thrown for the pharaoh; this 
set was slightly shabby. A 
translucent window on the left 
side of the stage showed hand 
puppets. Cloth-covered tables 
displayed painted signs, one 
strangely read “Humpers a 
Family Restaurant.” But once 
Seth reached the Pyramid of 
Doom Terror, the stage was 
electrified with glowing shades 
of yellow, gold, orange, and 
brown. The Pyramid was a 
spectacular set that consisted 
of a two-level pyramid, with a 
painted, carved mummy in the 
top center, adjacent to two 
brown, sanded pillars. Spikes 
moved up and down on the 
second level of the pyramid, a 
subtle but noteworthy addi- 
tion. Along the right and left 
curtains were long backdrops 
of hand-painted Egyptian 
scenes. During one of the hip- 
hop scenes, the lights dimmed 
to reveal special painted 
accents on the pyramid and 
black lights, which gave the 
dancers a glow-in-the-dark 
effect. 

The character’s costumes 
weren’t outstanding, but 
worked with the sets. Seth 
and Botehman had gold skirts 
and matching round, gold, 
neck wraps. The four 
“pharaoh’s angels” were 
dressed in flashy Egyptian-type 
garb. Asorkin’s appearance 
matched his image, as he wore 


a black, puffy, curly wig, and a 
brown robe, a grungy look for 
an evil character. Hip-hop 
dancers, cast as mummies, 
were dressed coolly in all- 
white costumes, affixed with 
glow-in-the-dark streamers 
wrapped around their bodies. 
In addition, the swing dancers 
had the most original cos- 
tumes with bright, pastel blue 
skirts on the topless guys and 
black tank-tops and glimmer- 
ing gold skirts on the girls. 

Beyond the costumes and 
sets, the orchestra for Junior 
SING! was first-rate. From the 
pounding, rhythmic drum 
solo in the overture, played by 
Thomas Pastuszak, to the 
melodious cello solo played 
on stage by Nick Canellakis, 
Junior SING! had a highly 
experienced and tasteful 
orchestra. The final rendition 
of SR-71’s “Right Now,” sound- 
ed like the authentic radio ver- 
sion. 

Junior SING!s dance 
scenes and choreography were 
borderline, but the final swing 
dance added an energetic and 
bright vibe to the show. The 7 
couples on stage were lively 
and flowing. “The swing 
dance was marvelous; it was 
lively and entertaining,” said 
parent Sara Bauman. Further, 
the audience was enthused by 
the acrobatics of the break- 
dancers, as they performed 
moves like windmills, swipes, 
and freezes. “The breakdanc- 
ing was awesome, I think they 
did a really nice job,” said 
sophomore Shabbir 
Chaudury. 

Overall, Junior SING! was 
an enjoyable performance. 
Although the plot was cliché, 
the singing was substandard, 
and some of the humor was 
inappropriate, the cast and 
dancers kept the audience 
entertained. Except for 
microphone problems and a 
few corny pop songs, Junior 
SING! did not have any major 
flaws. 
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Beavers, Bears, 


By JANE PAE 


The members of the Class 
of 2001 won SING! for the sec- 
ond consecutive time. With an 
exceptional performance, it 
was not a surprise that Senior 
SING! won the coveted space 
on the SING! plaque. 

While more interesting 
and complex than those of the 
Soph-Frosh and Junior SING!s, 
the plot wasn’t terribly origi- 
nal. Many of the plot elements 
could be recognized from 
books from English classes that 
one would rather not be 
reminded of. Containing ref- 
erences to everything from 
“The Simpsons” to 
Shakespeare’s “Macbeth,” the 
story starts with three witches 
who prophesize that the son of 
Good King Abraham Lincoln 
Bad (Eric Broder) will one day 
overthrow Dictator Beaver 
(Herarto Gunopawiro). When 
the king is assassinated, Beaver 
takes over and prepares to 
marry off his daughter, Mary 
Jane (Lisa Gilman-Rosen), to 
her one true love, Dick Kent 
(Ling Wu Kong). However, 
Dick meets the ghost of 
Lincoln Bad who tells him, 
Darth Vader-style, “Dick, I am 
your father,” and to avenge his 
death. Meanwhile, the search 
is on for a blue-bottomed man 
that the witches had predicted 
would lead the Blue Brigade’s 
revolution to overthrow 
Beaver, but no one suspects 
that it is Dick who has the leg- 
endary blue mole on - where 
else — his butt. But he is 
caught at the Beaver’s Ball and 
led to the dungeon where his 
captives threaten to kill him 
with “chips, dips, chains, and 
whips.” The final showdown 
between Beaver and Dick is cut 
short when the ghost of 
Lincoln Bad reappears and 
prevents Dick from killing 
Beaver, only to have the zoo’s 
runaway bear (Will Mackay) 
suddenly emerge and tackle 
Beaver, thus causing his 
demise. A happy ending fol- 
lows as Dick and Mary Jane are 
reunited, the Blue Brigade tri- 
umphs, and the Beaver’s secre- 
tary Amanda Screw (Lizzie 
Tannen) turns her affections 
from Dick to the bear. 

As expected, the script was 
filled with an endless supply of 
penis jokes and other sexual 
innuendo. One can only imag- 
ine the possibilities with a lead 
character named Dick. While 
the other two SING! scripts 
took advantage of their occa- 
sional opportunities for sex 
gags, the seniors held nothing 
back and reveled in their lewd- 
ness. Some jokes bordered on 
being trite, such as when 
Beaver concludes his assign- 
ment for Dick by saying, “This 
is a hand job, Dick.” But one of 
the wittier highlights was when 
Dick has a “The Wonder Years” 
moment and his thoughts are 
broadcasted to the audience 
like Kevin Arnold’s were. 

Sound was a big concern 


and the Blue Brigade 


Ethan Moses / The Spectator 


Beaver (Herarto Gunopawiro) yelling at G.I. Joe (Danny Lee). 


to director and writer Garth 
Johnston but fortunately, the 
seniors were audible because 
they managed to avoid the 
glaring technical sound errors 
that were rampant in the earli- 
er classes’ shows. Senior 
SING!’s band and chorus dom- 
inated the music category. At 
the beginning of the show, the 
band launched into a pastiche 
of familiar modern rock hits 
and funk. The band was 
unconcerned with striking 
corny big-rock moves and 
instead focused on playing 
clearly enough for many of the 
audience members to sing 
along to Weezer’s “Say It Ain’t 
So.” Another good choice of 
music was the Stonecutters’ 
theme song from “The 
Simpsons” and a parody of the 
80’s New Wave band Devo in 
which Dick’s captors suddenly 
don the signature red stacked 
hats and burst into song. 

The seniors had only three 
dance groups but stood out as 
the only SING! to feature Latin 
Dance. The hiphop dance 
bore too much of a resem- 
blance to a Gap commercial 
and the choreography itself 
wasn’t extraordinary but the 
size of the group made it more 
visually pleasing. 

Arguably the most impres- 
sive aspect of Senior SING! 
were their sets: a gorgeous old- 
fashioned interior of a home, 
complete with a “working” fire- 
place and bookshelves with 
each and every book popping 
out of the surface, and a 
streetcorner with miniature 
buildings with lights in the win- 
dows. Designs weren’t merely 
painted on; the tech and art 
crews no doubt devoted a lot 
of time and effort into set con- 
struction. Junior art crew 
member Danny Garwood said, 
“That was a hell of a set.” 
Junior Jenny Wang agrees, say- 
ing, “the seniors would not 
have done it without their 
sets.” She was less enthusiastic 
about the costumes, however. 
The tattered t-shirts and 
garbage bag skirts were a bit 
bizarre, although the bandan- 
na-like tank tops and skirts for 
the Latin dancers accentuated 
the dance with its three differ- 
ent colored versions. 

The senior show was well 
coordinated and performed 
smoothly with few noticeable 
setbacks. “It was very well orga- 
nized,” says parent Mary Ann 


Latorre. “I thought they did 
very well. The Latin dance was 
really nice.” For the seniors, 
the goal was to outdo their 
junior performance last year, 
according to Johnston. “There 
were a lot of technical errors 
but we pulled through and 
we’re proud of how we did it,“ 
he says. Much of the success of 
this year’s SING! champions is 
due to the talent and energy of 
the participants both inside 
and outside of the production. 
Senior cast member Sara 
Lewkowicz says, “Especially 
tonight, the energy was incred- 
ible. There were a lot of 
seniors in the crowd so that got 
us pumped up.” The com- 
bined senior effort paid off, 
securing the Class of 2001 a 
place as the fourth back-to- 
back victors in SING! history. 
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Soph-Frosh Voted 
Off the Island 


By ANA SOFIA IVASCU 


Soph-Frosh’s _ perfor- 
mance of SING! on Saturday 
April 21 was truly laudable. 
Initially, upon hearing the 
introduction that it was to be 
an island tale of cannibalism 
and survival, an internal sus- 
picion arose that this was to 
be a rip-off of 1999 Senior 
SING!, where the seniors go 
to Cancun and are attacked 
by cannibals. Soph-Frosh 
SING!, however, couldn’t 
have been more different, 
parodying the popular TV 
show Survivor with a strong, 
original plotline. 

Survivors, ranging in 
character from Fritz, a Swiss 
man who cannot speak 
English, to Harold, a para- 
noid New Yorker, to Amber, a 
dumb-as-it-gets cheeleader, 
must pass the sadistic trials of 
Bob(the producer of the 
show) in order to win $1 bil- 
lion. There are a few surpris- 
es, like when Amber reveals 
her stupidity was all an act, 
and Fritz reveals that he is 
really the creator of the show. 
Overall, the plot was interest- 
ing and extremely consistent, 
and the acting on all parts was 


amazing. 
The funniest part of the 
show was Fritz (Max 


Mecklenberg) and his transla- 
tor(Nathan Pinsley). The dis- 
interested sarcasm with which 


Pinsley translated each of 
Fritz’s incoherent snarls and 
mumbles was hysterical. If 
only there had been more 
such moments. Although 
witty, the script was hardly 
laugh-out-loud funny. The 
disgusting personal habits of 
George (Lina Tetelbaum), 
the transvestite Survivor, were 
clearly meant to elicit laughs, 
however they proved to be 
more nauseating than amus- 
ing. 

Weaker points of the 
show were the step and dance 
sequences, not in their tech- 
nical merit but in their place- 
ment in the show. They were 
completely detatched from 
the plot, and appeared at ran- 
dom intervals. Most of the 
time, it was unclear exactly 
who the people dancing were 
supposed to be. 

Probably the best part of 
Soph-Frosh SING! was its cho- 
rus of trees, flowers, monkeys 
and cats (probably intended 
to be jaguars). Their voices 
were sublime, and their har- 
mony was excellent. What’s 
more, they could be heard 
throughout the auditorium, 
and their voices weren’t 
upstaged by the band. 

Overall, Soph-Frosh 
SING! was an excellent per- 
formance, much more than a 
commendable first attempt. If 
they are this good now, what 
will they be like next year? 
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Gifted children sometimes need special, individual assistance to reach their aca- 


demic goals. For 17 years, I have been a part of the extended Hunter campus 


schools’ family, and have been helping gifted children move from positions of rela- 
tive weakness to firmer footing. I have raised grades (almost always to As and Bs) 
and standardized test scores (usually to the 90th - 99th percentile). Under my guid- 
ance, students will intially weak academic standings (failing as many as four subjects) 
have improved their grades (to over-90 averages) and have been accepted to top 
schools. I have assisted in successful applications to Harvard, dartmouth, Wesleyan, 
Smith, and Oberland. Not only do I raise SAT scores (often by more than 200 
points), I also significantly improve students’ self-image and self-confidence by pow- 
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addition, i work with advanced students who have special goals. 

Many teachers and parents at NYC specialized schools and other leading gifted 
and private schools continue to recommend me, and Hunter campus school’s faculty 
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diate rapport with me and typically experience new understanding, confidence and 
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tion, and regents; math is my specialty. 
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Amnesty Holds National Week of 
Student Action 


By LI DONG HAN 


The Stuyvesant chapter of 
Amnesty International set up 
tables on the second floor, 
collected signatures for peti- 
tions, and invited a speaker 
during the week of Monday, 
April 2. The international 
human rights organization’s 
National Week of Student 
Action focused on increasing 
gawareness of human torture 
in Peru. 

"We tried to educate as 
many people as possible about 
what's going on in Peru, and 
get them to do something,” 
said junior Alex Berke, Vice 
President of the Stuyvesant 
chapter of Amnesty. 

Amnesty members collect- 
ed signatures for petitions 
from their second-floor table. 
According to Berke, they plan 
to send the petitions to the 
Attorney General of Peru and 
to the mayor of a Peruvian 
city, Ilo, to which the Amnesty 
divisions of the Northeastern 
U.S. were assigned. 

“The one to the mayor 
was asking him to help set up 
a torture free district, mean- 
ing that his city would be 
actively opposed to torture,” 
said Berke. “The one to the 
attorney general was asking 
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him to make sure that torture 
victims get their cases heard 
justly. Also, we asked for more 
effective training of the public 
prosecutors and forensic 
physicians to help bring tor- 
turers to justice.” 

The guest speaker was Dr. 
Ernest Duff from Solace, a tor- 
ture rehabilitation center in 
Queens that offers psychologi- 
cal treatment, housing, educa- 
tion and other programs for 
torture victims. In Lecture 
Hall A on Wednesdsay, April 
4, Duff spoke to students 
about the physical and psy- 
chological torture inflicted 
upon Peruvian political dissi- 
dents. According to Duff, 
many political rebels who 
denounce the ideas of Peru’s 
government officials are 
rounded up and tortured. 
Some victims are scarred for 
life. 

"These people who used 
to believe that they were 
human beings were told and 
treated like they were not," 
Duff said during his speech. 

According to Duff, there 
are anti-torture laws in Peru, 
but only two cases have been 
brought to trial within the last 
ten years. Stopping the tor- 
ture seems to depend on the 
youth of the world, Duff said. 
He encouraged students to 


keep their eyes open for any 
social injustices, and to join 
human rights organizations 
like Amnesty and Global 
Youth Connect. 

"I strongly believe that by 
getting involved, by coming to 
these [speaking] sessions and 
by joining these student chap- 
ters, students will make a dif- 
ference," said Duff. 

"I was very impressed [by 
Stuyvesant students],” said 
Duff. “Their questions were 
engaging and they seemed 
very much into the topic.” 

Berke agreed that stu- 
dents seemed interested in 
Amnesty’s initiative. “Some 
students seemed genuinely 
horrified at what's going on 
Peru,” she said. “It’s hard to 
get Stuy students to realize 
that they actually can make a 
difference, but there was a lot 
of interest in being more edu- 
cated.” 

She added, “I think it's 
good to see that someone who 
is not necessarily a radical, but 
is just an ordinary guy from 
Queens, can make such an 
important contribution to the 
world.” 

Amnesty will hold a 
fundraising concert in June at 
the Flatlands to raise money 
for Solace. 


SOCIAL STUDIES 
DEPARTMENT AWAITS 
CURRICULUM CHANGE 


continued from page 1 


hands, but it was clear that 
most people were opposed to 
it.” 

According to Suri, Teitel 
took up the issue with the stu- 
dents at an Executive Council 
meeting. Many students, some 
of whom had taken both 
courses, said that it made 
more sense to take American 
History prior to Government 
and Economics. 

"We thought it was a good 
idea," said Sophomore Class 
President Alex Herman. 
"Juniors on the executive 
council feel that Economics 
and Government had gaps of 
knowledge that could have 
been filled from American 
History to help them have a 
better understanding of the 
curriculum." 

"I think it’s discontinuous 
to have two years of Global 
History, take a year of other 
subjects, and then go back to 
History senior year," said 
junior Mira Rapp-Hooper. "I 
think it'll be a very positive 
change and I'm glad that 
we're doing it." 

Junior Nina Townsend 
felt that "it’s perfectly logical 
because American History 
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and American Literature [the 
standard junior English class] 
complement each other." 

However, some do not 
support the idea of this new 
change. Sophomore Liz Gary 
said, "I don't see why they 
have to do it this year. It just 
make things more complicat- 
ed than necessary." 

Sophomore Jenny 
Matthews, who will be one of 
the juniors taking American 
History next year, disagreed 
with Gary. "I'm excited about 
taking what is usually a senior 
class next year,” said 
Matthews. “Plus, I don't have 
to take the Regents senior 
year." 

Gary, who will also be 
enrolled in American History 
felt that, "It’s going to be 
harder for me to find study 
partners, and it’s going to be 
strange taking a class most of 
my friends aren't required to 
take." 

"For students, either 
[course] should provide no 
anxiety," said Suri, "but it was 
significant that the Executive 
Council was so enthusiastic 
about this. On the other 
hand, I think it’s important 
that the department members 
‘objections be understood." 
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Back to Back for ’01 
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Steven Blau, and 
Chernomorskaya would not 
disclose the name of the 
judge, saying that the names 
of the judges are confidential. 
But according to Thoms and 
Executive Producer of Junior 
SING! Jeff Amlin, and Senior 
SING! Director Kate Blumm, 
the judge in question was Jake 
Dobkin. 

A Stuyvesant alum from 
1994, Dobkin was also a 
Chemistry teacher in 1998- 
1999, and was the Soph-Frosh 
SING! Faculty Advisor in 
1999, when the current 
juniors were freshmen and 
the current seniors were 
sophomores. Amlin said that 
Dobkin has “maintained a 
friendly relationship with 
members of Senior SING!, 
including the directors.” 

Although the judges’ indi- 
vidual scores were not 
released by the SING! 
Coordinators, the difference 
between Friday’s original and 
revised scores result in the 
scores Dobkin gave to each 
SING! According to 
Chernomorskaya, Friday’s 
original scores were 168 for 
the seniors, 213 for soph- 
frosh, and 216 for the juniors. 
The revised scores are 157 for 
the seniors, 189 for the 
juniors, and 197 for soph- 
frosh. Therefore, Dobkin 
gave the seniors an 11, the 


sophomores and freshmen a 
16, and the juniors a 27. 

Dobkin ranked _ the 
juniors last in every category. 
Dobkin said, “In every single 
field, they were the worst.” 
Dobkin denies having a preju- 
dice for the seniors, and 
called these allegations 
“ridiculous.” Although 
Dobkin had many of the 
seniors in his 1998-1999 
Chemistry classes, he denied 
claims of partiality, saying that 
he was the Faculty Advisor of 
Soph-Frosh SING! 1999, in 
which the current juniors also 
participated in. Dobkin said, 
“I judged all three SING!s 
solely on merit.” He added, 
“This just shows the weakness 
in Junior SING! They had to 
resort to dirty tricks to get sec- 
ond place....If there was any 
justice in the world, Soph- 
Frosh would have come in sec- 
ond.” 

Chernomorskaya and 
Mazzetti apologized for not 
screening the judges. 
However, Mazzetti said that 
“[Dobkin] should have had 
more ethics as to not volun- 
teer in that. situation.” 
Dobkin responded by saying 
that “Mazzetti is wrong, and 
he should have more respect 
for a faculty member.” 

According to the SING! 
charter, SING! is evaluated by 
five to 12 judges, in nine dif 
ferent categories: Overall 
Impression, Script, Acting, 


Adjusted Scores for Friday Night 


Seniors 


Juniors 


Source: The SING! Coordinators 


Soph-Frosh 


@ Removed Points 
Final Friday Scores 


Note: The numbers above the columns were the original 
score for Friday. They are no longer valid. 


Dance, Costume, Band / 
Orchestra, Vocal Musical 
Elements, Sets, and Technical 
Aspects. Last year, Lighting / 
Sound, Sets, and Costume 
made up the Technology cate- 
gory, and Acting and Vocal 
made up the Performance cat- 
egory. The judges rank each 
SING! first, second, or third in 
each of the nine categories. 
The sum of the ranks result in 
a total score, and the lowest 
score wins. Also, penalties are 
given for exceeding the 55- 
minute time limit: one point 
for every 30 seconds. 

Following Saturday’s per- 
formance, the scoring of nine 
judges produced the figures 
112, 153, and 221 for the 
seniors, juniors and soph- 
frosh respectively. The total 
scores for Friday and Saturday 
put the seniors on top with a 
score of 269. The juniors 
earned 342 points, and soph- 
frosh earned 418 points. 

The scores for Saturday’s 
performance were very much 
in favor of the seniors. Senior 
SING! won every category 
except for two: Band / 
Orchestra and Costume both 
of which went to the Juniors. 
Scores for Friday’s perfor- 
mances are not available. For 
Friday’s performance, sound 
was removed from the judging 
in the Technical Aspects cate- 
gory because of technical diffi- 
culties. 
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Columbine Threat Aside, 
Stuy Desks Are Open Forums 


By LINDSEY GURIN 


A small city is being 
etched into the surface of a 
desk near the back of room 
335. Each day, more buildings 
are constructed, more win- 
dows added, more colors 
thrown into the mix. 

In the same classroom 
was scrawled the threat of vio- 
lence that convinced approxi- 
mately 250 students to stay 
home from school on March 
27 and prompted Principal 
Stanley Teitel to take precau- 


“Supposedly, we go to 
a school with students 
who are intellectually 
superior, and it just 
made me sad.” 
—Junior Indrina Kanth 


tionary measures such as bol- 
stering everyday school securi- 
ty with several police officers. 

Junior Scott Burr is one 
of the students who sits at the 
vandalized desk during the 
course of the day. According 
to Burr, though police offi- 
cers erased the threat from 
the desk after photographing 
it, they did not erase racial 
slurs on the same desk. 

"The police came in and 
erased the Columbine 
threat," says Burr. "But the 
racist comments were still 


Final Scores for SING! 2001 


Seniors Juniors 


Source: The SING! Coordinators 


Soph-Frosh 


@ Saturday's Performances 
Friday's Performances 


Note: The number above the columns are the total 
points for each SING! The lowest score wins. 


there. They were there for 
days." 

Such desk grafitti occurs 
in many Stuy classrooms, and 
students are often disturbed 
by such messages. However 
the administration does not 
believe that such a problem 
needs to be addressed imme- 
diately. “We don’t go around 
reading all the desks,” says 
Assistant Principal Steven 
Satin. "The threat was just 
something we needed to act 
upon." 

Junior Indrina Kanth 
once read an offensive com- 
ment about Hindus. "It sick- 
ened me," she says. 
"Supposedly, we go to a 
school with students who are 
intellectually superior, and it 
just made me sad. We aren't 
that smart when people write 
trash like that." 

"It tends to distract me 
during boring classes," says 
junior Amanda Zifchak of 
desk writing. "But I hate see- 
ing gross comments or crude 
racial slurs.” 

The graffiti is often left 
intact on desk surfaces 
because of the difficulty of 
cleaning it off, according to 
custodian Mike Casey. He 
says that although new desks 
are protected by a special 
coated surface, years of graffi- 
ti have worn it away on most 
classroom desks. It now 
requires much time and effort 
to clean ink off of desk sur- 
faces. 

According to Satin, custo- 
dians clean the classroom 
desks once a year. Even so, he 
says, "If someone reads some- 
thing on a desk that they 
object to, and they report it to 
me, I will have a custodian 
remove it. The custodian will 
have no problem doing it. 
This has happened." 

Though it is the offensive 
and violent graffiti that grabs 
the spotlight, students have 
encountered amusing graffiti 
as well. 

"The kids next to me in 
Geopolitcs are writing out a 
googolplex on one of the 
desks," says junior Sasha 
Gsovski, describing a desk in 
room 629 that is daily being 
covered by more and more 
zeroes. "I think it’s funny. You 
can really tell a lot about the 
nature of this school just by 
looking at the desks." 
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SING! Results for Saturday, April 21, 2001 


Seniors Juniors Soph/Frosh 
Overall Impression 12 16 26 
Script 12 16 26 
Acting 10 18 26 
Dance 10 20 24 
Costume 15 13 26 
Band/Orchestra 16 15 23 
Vocal Musical Elements 12 24 18 : 
Sets 11 16 27 ; 
Technical Aspects 14 15 25 : 
Total Saturday Scores 112 153 221 : 


Note: The ranking for each of the performances is determined by the sum of the 
scores given by the judges. For Friday’s performance, there were ten judges; 
for Saturday’s there were were nine. On Saturday, the best possible score for 
any category was a nine, which is first place from each judge. Therefore, with 
nine judges on Saturday, the best possible score for any one SING! was an 81, 
the worst a 243. 


Page 1 
1. Junior SING! Members Mira Rapp-Hooper, Liz O’ 


Callahan, Candace Nuzzo 

2. Senior SING! Members Lillian Crowe, Ling Wu Kong 

3. Soph-Frosh SING! Members Sebastian Hines, Tim 
Drinan, Lee Goffin-Bonenfant 

4. Junior SING! Members Nick Canellakis, Suzanne 
Grandt, Michael Golik 

Page 2 

1. Senior SING! Members Ling Wu Kong, Herarto 
Gunopawiro 

2. Soph-Frosh SING! Members Sheridan Johnson, Tim 
Drinan 

3. Senior SING! Members Lillian Crowe, Ling Wu Kong, 
Lisa Gillman-Rosen 

4. Senior SING! Member Paul Reyfman 

5. Frank Mazzetti, Senior SING! MemberPaul Guirguis 

6. Erik Connolly 


To see more high-quality photos from SING! 2001, visit our Web page, 
www.stuyspectator.org, and click on the link for SING! photos. 


The Spectator ¢ April 27, 2001 Page 9 


SING! 2001 


Photos By Ethan Moses 
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Shuyvesaut Musicians Play at Lincoln Center 


ser 


a 
3° 


5 RS i 
re 


From left: Danny Lee, Nick Canellakis, Thomas Pastuszak, Ari Lé, and Joe Puglia, the winners of 
the Lincoln Center Chamber Music Society’s Youg Artists’ competition. 


Small Turnout for Open Mic 


By KINGSON MAN 


If one were inclined to 
look for tragic odes to mas- 
turbation, where in 
Stuyvesant could they be 
found? The latest Open Mic, 
which took place in the 
library on April 5, not only 
supplied such an ode, but an 
appealing closeness and inti- 
macy normally absent from 
most Open Mics. Although 
the audience turnout was 
smaller than its organizers 
had hoped it would be, the 
event provided a good selec- 
tion of poetry, prose, and 
music that many were able to 


enjoy. 

There have been three 
other Open Mics so far this 
school year but this most 
recent fourth Open Mic dif- 
fered from the others in that 
it was cozier than the others. 
One of the organizers, 
Maryse Mitchell-Brody, 
attributes the low turnout to 
the day on which it was held, 
speculating that the Mic’s 
close proximity to SING! and 
spring break may have con- 
flicted with attendance 

However, the Open Mic 
was an enjoyable and relaxed 
affair that had several audi- 
ence pleasers. Mitchell-Brody 


says, “the quality of the work 
was really good, and surpris- 
ingly so because many of our 
regulars were unable to 
read.” Senior Rona Luo pre- 
sented a poem that vividly 
recalled the experience of 
going to bed as a child. And 
many enjoyed the songs of 
teenage sexual frustration. 

The committee plans to 
organize one more Open Mic 
this year, and they are opti- 
mistic that the show’s con- 
tributors will use the time 
between shows to produce 
new material that will make 
the final Open Mic memo- 
rable. 
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By TIERNEY AHROLD 


Skilled hands run bows 
against tense strings while 
quick fingers play a cascade 
on ivory keys. Violins con- 
verge with a thickly resound- 
ing cello; a piano ruptures in 
on a melody and draws the 
four strings with it. These 
brash set of notes mark the 
First Movement of Dvorak’s 
Piano Quintet in A as played 
by five very talented musicians 
-students at Stuyvesant. 

The skilled hands, which 
give this piece an animated 
interpretation, belong to 
Daniel Lee, Joseph Puglia, 
Nicholas Canellakis, Ari Lé, 
and Thomas Pastuszak. Their 
talent and dedication has 
helped them to win the 
Lincoln Center Chamber 
Music Society’s Young Artists’ 
competition. The prize for 
this contest is the opportunity 
to play at Lincoln Center in a 
showcase on April 26. 

This prestigious award is 
nothing new for these musi- 
cians. “Yes, it’s a huge honor 
for us,” said Pastuszak, “but 
some of us have performed 
there before. Besides, 
[Stuyvesant students] have 
won the contest for three 
years now.” The group 
seemed unaffected by the 
stress of playing at the Center 
and remains relaxed as a 
group. As a warm-up during 
rehearsals, Pastuszak plays the 
theme song of the Mario 
Brothers video game. 
“Everyone gets nervous, but 
it's a lot easier to play ina 
quintet, of course, than 
solos,” said Lee. 

Beyond the practicing 


every day during fifth period, 
the group has to spend much 
time analyzing the piece itself 
as well as their interpretation, 
says Lee. During rehearsals, 
each player is open about 
their critiques; they strive to 
“feel worthy of the piece,” 
according to Lé. 

The members of the 
chamber group met in classes 
at Stuyvesant and in music 
programs outside of school. 
They made a connection 
through their music, but did- 
n't start the group until this 
year. “We meant to come 
together, but it was only this 
year we really formed - mostly 
because it’s Danny’s senior 
year and our last chance 
together,” said Pastuszak. 

The quintet chose and 
honed the Dvorak piece earli- 
er in the year. Bernard 
Lieberman, Chairman of the 
Music Department, suggested 
they audition for two separate 
contests. The first, headed by 
National Public Radio, fea- 
tured the group on a radio 
broadcast on April 1 . The 
second, run by Lincoln 
Center’s Chamber Music 
Society, will feature the group 
in a “Children’s Concert.” 
The Concert begins at 11] a.m. 
on April 26, at Lincoln Center 
(Alice Tully Hall). Tickets are 
available from $5-$12, with 
discounts for students with an 
ID. 

“T think it’s fabulous that 
Stuyvesant provides an envi- 
ronment where students can 
excel not only in math and 
science, but also in the fine 
arts. I look forward to per- 
foming with such talented 
individuals at Lincoln Center 
on the 26th,” said Pastuszak. 


Blow: Where’s the Crack? 


By ANITA LIM 


Blow isn't about blow. 
Whatever you saw on the com- 
mercials or figured from the 
title was misleading - cocaine 
is just an underlying theme. 
Blow tries to explain the down- 
fall of a man who made over 
"$100 million with the 
Medellin cocaine cartel." It 
doesn't give the audience 
many choices for his downfall, 
but likes to point at the 
women in his life. 

Based on a novel by Bruce 
Porter, the movie traces the 
true-life story of George Jung 
(johnny Depp), a tremendous 
cocaine entrepreneur from 
the 70's. Compared to the 
movie's serious beginning, 
George's life brightens up 
when he and his friend, Tuna 
(Ethan Suplee), move to 
Manhattan Beach, California 
where everyone is liberated. 
Having grown up with a poor, 
hard-working father, George 
understands that hard work 


doesn't always amount to suc- 
cess. So, Tuna and he decide 
to market marijuana for some 
easy money. By coincidence, 
George's girlfriend, Barbie 
(Franka Potente), introduces 
them to a hairdresser, Derek 
Foreal (Paul Reubens), who 
can supply their needs. And so 
begins the story of "Boston 
George" whose marijuana 
soon reaches the eastern and 
western coast. At his peak, he 
gets arrested for possession of 
660 pounds of marijuana. 

“I went in with a bache- 
lor's of marijuana and came 
out with a doctorate in 
cocaine," explains George at 
the end of his prison sentence. 
And that doctorate came from 
an inmate, Carlos Lehder. His 
easy smile and sociable man- 
ners should attract warmth, 
but something about his 
friendliness seems slippery. 

The sale of cocaine is 
unbelievable. Carlos and 
George soon begin to pile up 
boxes full of money to a point 
where they don't have any 


more room for another box. 
Soon George marries Mirtha 
(Penelope Cruz), who is por- 
trayed as the woman to ruin 
his life. But for the next cou- 
ple of years they live happily— 
rich, full of cocaine, and pow- 
erful--with a daughter, 
Kristina. But after another 
arrest and a loss of money, the 
family resides in a small apart- 
ment with a dinner menu con- 
sisting of soggy cabbage. One 
of the best parts of Blow is its 
casting. The actors don't 
resemble their real- life coun- 
terparts, but the contrast in 
their previous characters from 
other films and the one in 
Blow heighten the characters' 
personalities even more. For 
example, Penelope Cruz final- 
ly came out in a movie where 
the audience couldn't do any- 
thing but hate her. As 
Mirtha, she proves to be a ver- 
satile actress. 

Blow plays out like a 
cliché. George has family 
problems, drug problems, and 
wayward friends, which he 


Johnny Depp and Penelope Cruz star in Blow, based on the 
novel by Bruce Porter. 


handles on top of distributing 
cocaine. "We invented the 
marketplace," says Johnny 
Depp as George Jung in a mat- 
ter-of-fact tone. It's not such 
an easy job balancing your life 
and business, but George does 
it and the movie fails to show 
his glory. 

While all of the women in 
George's life do nothing but 
make him more miserable, the 
movie portrays his father, Fred 


Jung, as the constant. Even 
through all the disappoint- 
ments, Fred supports his son 
and loves him. The father-son 
part is heartfelt enough, but 
the daughter-father connec- 
tion shows a bitterly broken, 
weathered George dream 
about his grown daughter 
coming to visit him in jail. 
With all this emotion and tear- 
ful endings, you just have to 
ask: where's the crack? 
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Arts & Entertainment 


A Smooth Debut 


By DANIELLA LOH 


It isn’t often that a debut 
album from a 21-year old can 
be superb. Such is the case for 
Whoa, Nelly! from newcomer 
Nelly Furtado. As a first-gen- 


eration Canadian born of 


Portuguese parents, she never 
strays too far from her roots 
in her music, which is a blend 
of pop, R&B, and hip-hop, as 
well as Portuguese and 
Brazilian styles. 

You may have heard her 
single “I’m Like a Bird,” in 
which a beautiful orchestral 
intro opens into a sad but gor- 
geous love song about blam- 
ing herself for a troubled rela- 
tionship. Another notable 
track, “...On the Radio 
(Remember the Days)” has a 
catchy R&B groove and bursts 
into a lush chorus while get- 
ting back at someone unsup- 
portive of her rise in the 
music scene. 

While Furtado focuses the 
album on spirit, freedom and 
success, the singer-songwriter 
dedicates one song to a guy 
she adores and writes another 
about an upsetting experi- 
ence at a party. In one track, 
she refuses to be someone’s 
“baby girl.” Furtado always 
finds wonderful ways of 
expressing herself in her 


Jit 


Nelly Furtado 


tunes, which incorporate an 
eclectic mix of instruments, 
from pianos and acoustic gui- 
tars to jazz trumpets and 
turntable scratching. “Turn 
Off the Light* contains an 
outstanding use of the varied 
instruments involved that 
accompanies her lyrics, which 
are about not being as tough 
on the inside as she seems on 
the outside. “Hey, Man” and 
“I Will Make U Cry” are also 
uniquely done with its distinct 
instrumentals. 

The album isn’t perfect. 
Some of the lyrics are a little 
repetitive, and could be deep- 
er and more powerful. 
However, it is after all, a 
debut, and despite these small 
faults, Whoa, Nelly! is extreme- 
ly enjoyable to listen to. Its 
unceasing flow of energy 
makes the album unusually 
captivating, right down to the 
last song. 


Tutor 
Spanish 
reneh 


etired 

eacher 
(212) 721- 

3654 


Senior SING!: Familiar Product, 
Great Packaging 


continued from page 1 


that received this treatment, 
however; the chorus, band, 
and even the costume crew 
got to join in on the fun, 
incorporating things like The 
Stonecutter’s Song from The 
Simpsons, the mambo num- 
ber from West Side Story, and 
rock music provided a few 
influences, from Weezer’s 
“Say It Ain’t So” in the open- 
ing overture to Devo’s infa- 
mous “Whip It” costumes. It 
would have been nice if more 
than a small sliver of the jokes 
had been as classy as the cul- 
tural references, but the refer- 
ences themselves kept the 
show entertaining enough for 
those who were disinterested 
in the sex jokes. They also 
provided the audience with 
numerous pleasant trips down 
memory lane, something that 
Junior SING!, which primarily 
drew from culture no older 
than six months, could have 
benefited from. The seniors 
also piloted these trips with an 
ease and control that Soph- 
Frosh SING! (who injected a 
fair share of classics into their 
show) couldn’t always lay 
claim to. With every cultural 
nod, one could tell that the 
seniors knew what they were 
doing and where they were 
going. 

While each director had 


to make their own calls, they 
all drew from a pop culture 
pool that almost everyone has 
been exposed to over the 
years. “We grew up with 
it[pop culture] and the better 


“We grew up with [pop 
culture] and the better 
parts made their way 
into the show.” 

- Senior Kate Reeder 


parts made their way into the 
show,” costume director Kate 
Reeder explained. Reeder 
went on to say that the materi- 
al was so recognizable and 
memorable that incorporating 
it into their show sometimes 
wasn’t even intentional. 

The class’ desire to take 
back to back victories led the 
seniors to give the show their 
unwavering attention and 
dedication. “Everyone was 
very dedicated and hard-work- 
ing. I think we all wanted to 
sweep the whole thing,” mod- 
ern dancer Tara Lohr com- 
mented. Another crucial 
source of the unity that 
emerged for the seniors was 
not only pride, but fear of 
embarrassment as well. “It 


would be humiliating to lose 
this year,” Linda Yang said. 
Stage Manager Marietta 
McEvilly remained cautious of 
“feeling like we couldn’t lose,” 
knowing that such feelings 
would only lead to people 
slacking off, something that 
the show’s directors would not 
tolerate. As a result, they 
made sure to keep a tight grip 
on the production, and in the 
end they were rewarded. 

And yet, when Matt Kelly 
proudly proclaimed the senior 
victory in the Murray Kahn 
Theater on Saturday night, 
and after the raucous roar 
and chants of “SENIOR 
SING!” had died down, some 
weren’t quite as happy as 
they'd hoped to be. “Junior 
SING! was totally triumphant, 
but Senior SING! was kind of 
bittersweet,” chorus member 
Brian Mangan remarked wist- 
fully. “PSD(Post SING! 
Depression) is awful. And I 
have a feeling it’s going to be 
the worst this year,” Director 
Garth Johnston sighed on 
Saturday night. When the 
seniors look back on SING!, 
they will undoubtedly remem- 
ber their back to back victo- 
ries. However, when one looks 
back on this year’s graduating 
class, one should hope to 
remember the products that 
yielded the legacy the Class of 
2001 now holds. 


PBS’s American High at Stuy 


By YOUSAF KHALID 


The life of a senior in 
high school is fraught with 
choices, opportunities, and 
decisions. What happens 
when a film crew, a director, 
and 14 students in a small, 
suburban Chicago neighbor- 
hood try to portray this? The 
new PBS documentary series, 
American High, attempts to 
enter into the lives of an 
“American high = school 
senior” and show a broad 
audience “the compelling, 
entertaining, and dramatic 
lives of teenagers today,” 
according to Director and 
Executive Producer R.J. 
Cutler. 

On April 3, 2001, Cutler, 
cast member Anna Santiago, 
and a public relations associ- 
ate visited Warren Donin’s 
Prejudice and Persecution 
class during third period. 
The visitors displayed clips 
from the new series and then 
answered questions and 
received comments from the 
class. 

“We realized that every 
senior in an American high 
school is going through the 
same thing, as folks leaving 


next year to go to college,” 
said Cutler. “We observed 
things, we witnessed things, 
and we turned it into a story.” 

“There’s a lot under the 


The show was a serious 
attempt to display the 
problems, conflicts, 
and changing routine 
of American seniors. 


surface that you wouldn’t see 
in someone when they walk 
down the halls,” said Santiago. 
“I had so much to say senior 
year and it was so nice to have 
someone always listening.” 
While many students were 
enthusiastic about the visit 
and many came during their 
lunch or free period to see 
the show, some expressed dis- 
content. “There wasn’t much 
diversity,” said senior Paul 
Thomas. “It was mostly mid- 
dle-class white Americans. 
When I look around [in 
Stuyvesant], I see diversity, 
and when I look at the show, 
it’s just not me. Other stu- 
dents felt the opening theme 


song featuring brief clips of 
the cast was “too gimmicky.” 

“It makes me feel almost 
shallow that you feel the show 
is a gimmick,” said Santiago. 
“We didn’t know it was going 
to be on TV. There’s nothing 
harder than not being your- 
self.” 

“Naturally, the show is ori- 
ented toward an entertain- 
ment division since it is on 
television,” said Cutler. The 
show was a serious attempt to 
display the problems, con- 
flicts, and changing routine of 
American seniors, according 
to Cutler, “When you deal 
with reality, you have another 
burden. Our goal, in as many 
ways as possible, was to have 
that cross-section of diversity.” 

American High _pre- 
miered the day after the visit 
to Stuyvesant, on Wednesday, 
April 4. It airs every 
Wednesday at 9 p.m. on the 
Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS) for the next six months. 
Cutler hopes to make a sec- 
ond series of American High, 
perhaps in a more diverse 
environment. After hearing 
all of comments of the class, 
he jokingly remarked, “Now I 
know not to come _ to 
Stuyvesant for the next series.” 
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Recycling 
A Lost Cause? 


By DANIEL VIZZINI 


Richard Realmuto now 
recycles alone. 

Technology — teacher 
Realmuto vowed to do his 
best to maintain Stuy in its vir- 
gin condition during the 1992 
school year. With a band of 
students, he weighed recycled 
goods on different floors and 
spurred inter-floor competi- 
tion. 

However, after 
Realmuto’s initial cohorts in 
recycling graduated, no one 
stepped in to take their 
places. According to 
Custodian Engineer Peter 
Lopa, recycling is an elabo- 
rate task completed by Stuy's 
24 janitors. At the same time, 
Realmuto says that students 
are no longer as visual a part 
of the recycling process. 

“We could do a lot more,” 
says Realmuto, who sells used 
ink cartridges to a company 
that buys and refills them, 
and carries out a composting 
program in his tenth floor 
tech class. 

Biology teacher John 
Orna says, “We recycle two 
milligrams of paper and half a 
tin can a month.” 

Orna’s sarcasm aside, 
Realmuto says Stuyvesant’s 
student recycling effort has 
diminished in recent years. 
This is possibly due to a pub- 
lic perception that the issue 
lacks urgency. While Science 
News reported that 
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Stuyvesant's Battery Park City 
could experience annual 
flooding by 2100, few fear a 
Stuy buried under towering 
piles of unrecycled plastic bot- 
tles. 

But if students are not 
committed the process of 
trash removal, Stuy's custodial 
staff says it is already doing 
the job. According to Lopa, 
the 24 janitors work six days a 
week in two shifts, one from 
four in the afternoon to mid- 
night, and the second on an 
overnight shift. There respon- 
sibilities include collecting 
paper, cardboard, plastic 
glass, and metal out of con- 
tainers in classrooms, hall- 
ways, offices, and the cafete- 
ria. The recyclable goods are 
then brought to the "collect- 
ing room" at the end of the 
first floor corridor flanked by 
band studios. There the glass, 
plastic, and metal are bagged 
every Saturday, as well as 
paper and cardboard which 
are also tied on Wednesday. 
Custodians leave the eco- 
friendly waste on the curb of 
West St. where it finally col- 
lected by the Sanitation 
Department. 

First floor custodian 
Hayde Renald and third floor 
custodian Mike Casey say they 
recycle most of their floor’s 
containers. However they 
are unable to do so with the 
“contaminated ones,” accord- 
ing to Renald. 

“Some kids throw every- 
thing in the bins," he says. 
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Signs were posted this week encouraging students to recycle. 


Greek Club Celebrates 
With The City 


Stuyvesant students celebrate Greece’s Independence Day. 


By NATHAN PINSLEY 


Defying the brisk weather, 
the Stuyvesant Greek Club 
turned out on Sunday, March 
25 to march on Fifth Avenue 
in celebration of Greece's 180 


years of independence from 
the Ottoman Empire. 

The club was given a 
position of prominence; it was 
the eighth group to parade. It 
marched with culture clubs 
from Bronx Science, Brooklyn 
Tech, Columbia University, 


New York University, and 
other schools. The Greek 
Club marchers were featured 
in clips of the parade for the 
evening news on channels 11 
and 25. 

According to Greek Cub 
President Peter 
Christodoulou, about 30 of 
the Greek Club's 88 active 
members participated in the 
parade. "We are very happy 
that so many club members 
participated," he said. 

Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
Governor George Pataki, 
Senator Chuck Schumer, and 
the Greek Presidential Guard, 
who had flown in from Greece 
and was dressed in traditional 
garb, marched at the head of 
the parade. 

Parading with the Greek 
Club between 61st and 79th 
streets were more than 115 
educational, cultural, civic, 
and religious organizations as 
well as over 50 colorfully deco- 
rated floats. 


Student Union Appointed Officials 


Not Racially Diverse 


By LISA XU 


The Student Union 
lounge is furnished with invit- 
ing couches which are almost 
always occupied by students 
socializing or listening to their 
favorite songs on the stereo. 
However, for junior Teresa 
Wang, "It is slightly intimidat- 
ing to walk into the SU 
lounge." She said, "The atmo- 
sphere makes it seem as if 
Asians do not belong here." 

The preamble to the con- 
stitution of the SU states that 
the organization “will work to 
insure that the voice of the 
student body is heard in all 
dicussion of school policy.” 
But Student Union President 
Matt Kelly is dissatisfied that 
“We don’t have a better mix 
[in the SU] of the races repre- 
sented in the school.” SU offi- 
cials say elections and a lack 
of motivation make it difficult 
to ensure a truly representa- 
tive Student Union. 

Apart from the Executive 
Council, there is an Advisory 
Council for each grade. 
Damani Taylor, a member of 
the Junior Advisory Council, 
says “There are surprisingly 
few Asians on the advisory 
councils. Looking at the num- 
ber of Asian students in 
school, you would expect that 
the advisory councils would 
represent the numbers.” 

According to Assistant 
Principal Steven Satin, Asians 
account for 48% of the stu- 
dent population of Stuy, 
whileCaucasians make up 
45.2%. 

There are many different 
explanations for the disparity 
between the makeup of the 
SU and the student body. 


Scott Burr, Junior Class 
President, says "One reason 
that the appointed positions 
may not reflect the diversity of 
the student body is that not as 
many minorities put them- 
selves out for those posi- 
tions." 

Junior Class Vice 
President Cathy Ng agrees but 
also says that "students who do 
not wish to run for elected 
positions may get involved in 
the SU through the advisory 
councils.” However, she says 
that "few Asians chose to do 
so." 

Without diversified repre- 
sentation, some argue that the 
SU cannot adequately meet 


“The atmosphere 
makes it seem as if 
Asians do not belong 
here.” 
—Junior Teresa Wang 


the needs of the entire stu- 
dent body. Junior Eric Hong 
says, "Diversity affects the 
issues. Different races will be 
concerned with different 
problems. If the SU is not 
diverse, no new issues will be 
brought to the table." 

Taylor says, “The SU is 
made up of the same group of 
people every year. No new 
ideas are introduced. More 
input is needed from the stu- 
dent body." 

According to Kelly, there 
is no easy solution to this 
problem: “First, many of the 
non-elected positions are 
given on an application-only 
basis. We can encourage 
minority students to join, but 


we can't force them to apply. 
Second, for the elected posi- 
tions, we cannot ensure that a 
minority student will be elect- 
ed, because we cannot control 
the voting population.” 

The non-elected positions 
in the SU are filled by applica- 
tion, interview, and appoint- 
ment by the Executive 
Council. There are criticisms 
of the current method. 

Taylor says, “The way that 
the positions are picked is 
often not based on merit, but 
sometimes on associations. 
Knowing someone on the 
Executive Council is the rea- 
son why many people have 
positions.” 

“People do tend to 
appoint who they know,” Ng 
says. “This is because they 
already know that person is 
qualified for the position.” 

In stark comparison to 
the SU’s appointed positions, 
4 of the 10 elected officials of 
the Executive Council are 
Asian. 

Some believe the prob- 
lem of achieving diversity in 
the Student Union does not 
solely rest on the shoulders of 
current SU members. Hong 
says “The lack of diversity is 
caused by the idea that we 
[minorities] cannot make a 
difference. Many Asians don’t 
vote. They take whatever is 
given to them. That attitude 
must be changed to make the 
SU more diverse.” 

Ng blames this attitude of 
indifference: "If people do 
not chose to get involved, they 
will not be elected.” 

Kelly says “It ultimately 
comes down to the motivation 
of the minority students in the 
school, and their desire to 
work in the Student Union.” 
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Mimbas Sweep Hunter in 
Regular Season 


continued from page 16 


utes of each other, and end- 
ing with a 6-0 blowout. 

A key factor in Stuy’s abil- 
ity to score so frequently was 
the absence of Hunter’s best 
defender, who was unable to 


make it to the game. 
Hunter’s usually stingy 
defense was not as tough to 
penetrate. 


“They weren’t the same 
team as they were last year, 
but it’s still fun to beat them,” 
said junior Kara Benson. 

Other contributors in this 
game included Paige Fern, 
who scored a goal in the first 
half, breaking the ice and get- 
ting the Mimbas out in front 
early. Benson had two goals 
and one assist, including a 
goal late in the second half 
where she faked out the 
entire Hunter defense before 
firing it into the right corner 
of the net. Chloe Weber had 
one save in her short stint as 
goalie at the beginning of the 
game, before Nina 
Koukharenko replaced her 
and Weber moved to mid- 
field. Koukharenko also 
saved one shot-on-goal from 
Hunter. Anna Teytelman had 
a pretty left-footed centering 
pass to Adriana Diaz in the 
second half, which went right 
past the Hunter goalie to 
Diaz, who knocked it in for 
her second goal of the game. 
That was one of two assists for 
Teytelman. Robin Kachka 
added a goal to her four 
assists when she was able to 
gain enough space to go one- 
on-one with the goalie, juke 
her and pound it straight into 
the back of the net. 

“Td definitely rather have 
four assists than four goals,” 
said Kachka, “as long as I 
score one.” 

The Mimba's had an 
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offensive explosion against 
Humanities High Schol, win- 
ning 11-0 on March 28. Just 
as in the Hunter game, the 
bench emptied during the lat- 
ter parts of the game, giving 
the rookies some real game 
experience. Every player who 
played forward against 
Humanities scored at least 
one goal, which came out to a 
total of 9 different players. 

The Mimbas continued 
their winning ways on April 
17, shutting out LaGuardia 2- 
0. Robin Kachka's first assist 
in this game came on a no- 
look heel pass directly to Kara 
Benson who had a clear path 
to the goal, finishing perfect- 
ly. The other goal was scored 
by freshman Joanna 
Adamczak, and also assisted 
by Kachka. 

On April 18, the Mimbas 
completed their regular sea- 
son sweep of Hunter, defeat- 
ing them for a second time 2- 
0. The goals were scored by 
Robin Kachka and Kara 
Benson. This was the 
Mimba's fourth shutout in a 
row, which is a great sign 
because they are such a offen- 
sive oriented team, and the 
ability to consistently shut out 
opponents is lethal to anyone 
who crosses paths with them. 
The Mimbas have a scrim- 
mage with Tottenville coming 
up within the next two weeks, 
which should be a good sign 
on their chances to finally 
attain their long standing 
four-year yearning for a city 
championship. 

The Mimbas can only be 
thankful that their early sea- 
son skid didn’t carry into 
these regular season games, as 
they look as sharp as ever. 
Said Fisher after the first 
Hunter game, “I will enjoy the 
Knicks game so much more 
tonight.” 


per year. 
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Co-captain Robin Kachka controlling the ball in an earlier game this season. ; 
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Stuy Loses To Hunter 
But Bounces Back Against La Guardia 


continued from page 16 


minds of the Stuy players. On 
April 19, Stuy beat La Guardia 
four matches to one, with the 
only loss coming in Vladamir 
Koutun’s second singles 
match. 

“La Guardia is the third 
best team in the division, 
besides Hunter,” said co-cap- 
tain Roy Braid. “but we usual- 
ly beat them.” 

The match against La 
Guardia was the premier of 
Coach Pon’s switch of the two 
doubles teams, even though 
no match between them ever 


occured. Co-captains Jason 
Lockhart and Will Gordon 
moved down to second dou- 
bles, and Steven Gelb and Joo 
Young Yoon played up at first 
doubles. Both teams shut out 
their La Guardia opponents 8- 
0, proving the switch to a wise 
move by Coach Pon. “Steven 
and Joo Young make a better 
doubles team because of their 
agressiveness,” said Coach 
Pon. 

Undefeated first singles 
player Roy Braid demolished 
his La Guardia opponent 8-3, 
landing over 60% of his first 


serves. Braid was so frustrat- 


ing to his opponent that at 


Manhattan Youth 
18 Harrison St 
New York, NY 10013 
212-941-6922 


many times during the match 
his opponent began shouting 
obsenities to himself. 
Freshman Magdy El Mihdawy 
also beat his opponent 8-3, 
taking a commanding 4-1 lead 
early, and never letting his 
opponent back into the 
match. Vladamir Koutun lost 
his match 9-7, taking his oppo- 
nent, La Guardia’s standout 
freshman into extra games. 

Stuy will get another 
chance at Hunter on April 24. 
After their convincing victory 
over La Guardia, it will most 
likely be their last real test 
before the playoffs. 


Want an after school job right here on Chambers Street? Work in an after-school or sum- 
mer program: great experience, great work environment and good pay. 
—-Tear and Mail to Manhattan Youth, 18 Harrison Steet, NYC——- 


Name: 


Address: 


Apt # City 


State Zip 


Home Phone 
Your Birth Date 
School 


Date Submitted 


Mobile/Beeper. 
Year in School 


| am interested in (check one or more): 
1) After-school Job (Hiring Sept thru March) 
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| would like to help young children with homework 
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after school Summer Only 
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jobs. Manhattan Youth takes no responsibility for any referrals, but if you would like to be referred for the follow- 
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| am available after school to take care of children for a family 


| am available to walk children to school, usually 8 AM 
| prefer to work in a store, restaurant or corporation 
| am looking for the following type of job: 


Please attach a sheet if you would like to further explain what type of job you are looking for or what days you are 
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Newly Founded Golf Team 
Sails Past Lehman In First Meet 


By STANLEY FANG 


After months of frustra- 
tion and begging, the 
Stuyvesant golf club finally 
became an official team, play- 
ing their first meet on April 6 
at Pelham golf course. They 
opened the season impressive- 
ly, sweeping past Lehman 
High as every member on the 
team won their respective 
matches. 

Coach Badgley chose a 
lineup that consisted of co- 
captains Will Prabhu and 
Oliver Horowitz, Sam 
Charlton, Ben Goldschein, 
and Dan Krensky. Each golfer 
swept their opponent, deny- 
ing Lehman even one hole in 
the entire meet. 

“We didn’t know anything 
about Lehman before we 
played them,” said Sam 
Charlton. “In fact, we don’t 
know anything about any 
teams in our division. But 
when I played Lehman, I 
didn’t even do as well as I usu- 
ally do, and I still won easily.” 

In a golf meet, five golfers 
are chosen from each team 
and placed in best-to-worst 
order. The golfers play each 
other head to head based on 
their order in the lineup. 
Each match consists of nine 
holes, with player winning the 
majority of the holes being 
the victor. In order to win the 
entire meet, a team must win 
three of five matches. 

Co-captains Oliver 
Horowitz and Will Prabhu, 
the heart of the club, were 
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Peter Hwang practices at Chelsea Piers. 


winning even before they 
joined the Stuyvesant golf 
team. Last year, Horowitz and 
Prabhu placed first and sec- 
ond in the Manhattan 
Championships. Their suc- 
cess and Stuy’s performance 
in the first meet is giving an 
early impression that the team 
is bound for success. 

“Once we had enough 
kids to make a team, it was all 
matter of paperwork and get- 
ting things scheduled," said 
co-captain Will Prabhu. “I’m 
not worried at all. We have a 
team that consists of a whole 
bunch or underclassmen and 
a good coach. It’s all good.” 


Horowitz said, “It’s great 
that after an entire year of 
frustration, we are finally a 
team and playing our first 
meet. But I expect Stuy to do 
well this year. We are a team 
to be reckoned with. We are 
going to be competitive this 
year and we will do well in the 
Manhattan-Bronx Division.” 

The team has one more 
thing they have to do to 
become a finished product, 
which is to come up with a 
name. The team is still unde- 
cided, but the most-popular 
choice so far is the Swingers. 
Swing away! 


Girls Tennis 
Opens the Season Strong 


By ROY BRAID 


The girls’ tennis team, 
forced to practice indoors for 
much of March, finally got a 
nice day for tennis. The wind 
was calm, the temperature was 
approaching a comfortable 60 
degrees and just by the atmo- 
sphere it was evident that 
league competition had 
arrived. 


On April third the girls 
hosted the Lab School in the 
first match of the season. 
Stuyvesant, which had swept 
Lab in the two meetings last 
year, proved just as dominant 
as in the past even without 
their top two singles players. 
With Nizchit Hedge, normally 
the third singles player lead- 
ing the way, the girls started 
the season with an impressive 
5-0 sweep of Lab School. 
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This was also the debut of 
the girls’ new red uniforms, 
compliments of senior cap- 
tains Isha Sheth and Melanie 
Kingsley. Not only did the 
captains put the uniforms 
together but they also were an 
integral part of the victory. 
Sheth teamed with junior 
Jennifer Lee to win the first 
doubles match by a score of 
10-0, while Kingsley teamed 
with Junior Wang Lee to win 
second doubles 10-1. In their 
first high school appearances, 
freshmen Mary Ann Chu and 
Madeline Gray won their sec- 
ond and third singles matches 
by scores of 10-0 and 10-2 
respectively. 

"This was an excellent 
opening to the season," said 
Sheth moments after the vic- 
tory. Stuyvesant was able to 
display the depth of the team, 
while surviving the always 
nerve-racking first match of 
the season. 


SOFTBALL TEAM 
TAKES OUT CHELSEA 
IN SEASON OPENER 


By KIM PIRO 


Katie Connelly blasted 
the last of Stuy’s five home 
runs over the wall during the 
bottom of the fourth inning 
against Chelsea High School 
on March 29. This turned 
out to be Stuy’s last plate 
appearance, a result of the 
ten run mercy rule. The rule 
states that if a team is winning 
by more than ten runs after 
the fifth inning, the game 
ends. When Chelsea failed 
to score in the top of the fifth, 
the Peaches were able to cele- 
brate their first victory of the 
season, demolishing Chelsea 
14-0. 

The home runs were hit 
by Samantha Silverberg, co- 
captain Kerri Anderson, 
Cynthia Stallard and Katie 
Connelly. Jamie Cositore 
tossed a five inning one hit- 
ter, allowing only one Chelsea 
runner to advance to third 
base, before being tagged out 
on a double play initiated by 
center fielder Christine 
Vendikos. The Chelsea base 
runner, seemingly unaware of 
the tag-up rule, did not run 
back to third base in time. 

Chelsea was simply not a 
challenge for the Peaches. 


But despite winning their first 
league game of the year, the 
Peaches could not feel too 
confident. They lost in 
scrimmages against Madison 
High School on March 24 
and Clinton High School on 
March 28, continuing their 
trend of trouble against teams 
out of their division that they 
will face in the playoffs. 

“Madison has a field to 
practice on,” said rookie 
Patricia Vendikos, “they clear- 
ly have an advantage over us 
because they get to practice 
outdoors more than we do. 
Their base running was really 
good, and I think it was 
because they have better 
fields.” 

Coach Annetta Luczak 
agrees with Vendikos that 
superior facilities play a large 
role in a team’s ability to 
improve. The advantages of 
being able to practice on an 
outdoor field almost every day 
become evident when they 
play teams of this caliber. 
“They’re the best teams in the 
city,” she said, “and the pitch- 
ers have an arsenal of pitches, 
like curve balls and drop 
balls. They’re on a different 
level than we are. But the 
girls are trying really hard and 
doing a great job.” 


STUY STARTS SEASON 
ON RIGHT TRACK 


By PETER YOON 


Despite the periodic rain 
and temperatures we usually 
see in February, the boys out- 
door track team began their 
season at the Bishop Ford 
Invitational on March 31, 
held at St. John's University. 
The members weren't thrilled 
about the weather conditions 
or the fact that there were 
members of the team taking 
SAT's. It was all buisiness 
once the running started how- 
ever, with the team showing 
promising signs throughout 
the year. 

In the 4x800 meter relays, 
one of the team’s stronger 
events throughout the indoor 
season, the freshman com- 
pleted the race in 9:55.2, 
good enough for 4th place. 
Josh Livingstone ran the 
fastest leg of that relay with a 
time of 2:16.7. The freshmen 
also took second place in the 
DMR (Distance Medley 
Relay), which consisted of 
Livingstone, Rico Hernandez, 
Andre Vallejo, and Bram 
Sterling, who ran a time of 
12:30.8. Sophomore star 


Eugene Borukhov ran his leg 
of the sophomore 4x800 relay 
in 2:19.2, which the sopho- 
mores finished in 9:58.3. 

The juniors and seniors 
did not fare quite as well, 
although there were occasion- 
al bright spots. Yu Tak Ting 
and Tushar Gurjal delivered 
solid performances in the 
4x400 meter relay, finishing 
their legs in 56.8 and 57.0 sec- 
onds respectively. Captain 
Darren Goldner ran his 400- 
meter leg of the varsity DMR 
in 2:18.4, which the four-run- 
ner relay team finished in 
12:04.2. 

“It was cold and raining 
but it was all right," said 
Goldner. "All the times were 
slow, much slower than 
usual." 

With the less than ideal 
conditions at this meet, the 
Boy’s track team shouldn’t be 
too worried about this shaky 
early season performance, 
even though it’s evident that 
competition is stiffer this year 
then it has been in the past. 
However, they're going to 
have to pick up the pace to 
stay on the fast track. 
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Stuyvesant Breaks 


Humanities' 5-Year 
Undefeated Streak 


By MOEUN SON 


Humanities High School 
is considered to have the best 
boys' volleyball team in the 
Manhattan division, but 
things may be changing. The 
Men of Steele always seemed 
to fall behind them in the 
past few years, unable to 
break their undefeated streak. 
However, the Men of Steele 
were able to break this streak 
with a straight two-match win 
in their game = against 
Humanities on April 3. Now 
Stuy is ready to start building 
their own streak, as they have 
won their first three games of 
the season. 

Stuyvesant started off 
strong in the first match, gain- 
ing their concentration quick- 
ly. Unlike their scrimmage 
against Brooklyn Tech a few 
weeks ago, their communica- 
tion and teamwork were clear- 
ly evident on the court. The 
"bump, set, spike" routine was 
consistently well executed, a 
product of their good comu- 
nication skills on the court. 
Coach Steele said, 'The team- 
work and communication 
have greatly improved since 
the beginning of the season. 
When the team competed 
against Seward Park High 
School(an A-level team) last 
week, I was really happy that 
the players were able to get a 
quick start and work together 
to get into the competitive 


STUY SENIORS 


mood." 

Several team members 
emerged as key role players 
over the course of the game. 
David Kim made several 
notable kills and Nelson Park 
consistently received the balls, 
"digging" for several of them. 
Alex Nitkalov and sophomore 
Joshua Chuang came off the 
sidelines to contribute signifi- 
cantly to serving and spiking. 

The second match was 
also an impressive display of 
talent by the Men of Steele. 
They were sloppy at the start 
of the match, allowing two 
balls to drop freely in the cen- 
ter of the court. However, 
they were able to refocus their 
concentration and win the 
match easily, 15-7. 

The team is finally begin- 
ning to come together and 
work as a unit. They have 
learned to play beyond the 
capabilities of the opposing 
team. In the beginning of the 
season, Stuyvesant had 
become sloppy while playing 
against the School of the 
Future Bulldogs, a team that 
didn't measure up to them. 
In their game against Graphic 
High School, it was clear that 
Graphic was superior in skill 
and size. However, Stuyvesant 
was able to step up to 
Graphic's level, and leave 
them in the dust. If the Men 
of Steele continue to play in 
this fashion, they should be 
well on their way to an unde- 
feated season. 


SCHOLARSHIP 


The Stuyvesant Parents 


Association announces our 


annual 


Scholarship Essay Contest. There are five scholarships of $1000 each and 
one of $500. All seniors are eligible and encouraged to apply. Write a 250- 
word essay, format it on MS Word (PC platform), and e-mail it by the 
deadline, 11PM, May 1, 2001 to dismeado@aol.com 


Essay Question: Tell us, in 250 words or less, about a memorable 
experience you've had during your time at Stuyvesant. This event can 
be class-related or not (family, friends, etc.), serious or humorous (or 
both). Be yourself, write from the heart. 


All essays will be kept confidential, read only by the PA Scholarship 
Committee (who will not know the names of the authors). If we elect to 
make public/publish any of them, we will always ask the author's permission 


first. 


All winners will be announced at the Stuyvesant H.S. Awards Night 
in June 2001 (the winners' presence is not required). 


Any questions call Denis Meadows, 
Committee (718) 768-0494 or email dismeado@aol.com 


Chair, PA Scholarship 


When you go to 


college, every dollar counts. Please give us the opportunity to contribute to 


your success. 


Thank you and good luck! 


Furies Blow Away Bergtraum 
In First Meet of Season 


By ERIN JOU 


The girls’ handball team 
huddled together and 
touched hands in the middle. 
Before they split to begin the 
meet, “Furies!” was heard 
throughout the gym. It is a 
team tradition to scream out 
the team name prior to a 
meet. Amazingly this was the 
first meet this season, since all 
of their previous meets had 
been rescheduled. 

During the meet, there 
were two games played at 
once: a singles game and a 
doubles game, played on two 
separate courts. The first dou- 
ble team for the Furies con- 
sisted of Jenny Tang and Dana 
Tong, who took the first game 
21-5. Stuyvesant took the next 
three games, but lost the final 
singles games, ending the first 
meet of the 2001 season with 
a 4-1 win over Murry 


Bergtraum High School. 
Co-captain Lisa Chen 

overcame an early deficit and 

took the third singles 21-5 


putting Stuyvesant up 2-0 in 
the meet. “It was tough being 
down 0-4 in the game. My 
serves could have gone a lot 
higher and I wasn’t in control. 
But later on in the game, I was 
able to take control,” said 
Chen. Since then, she allowed 


“I am very proud of 
my team.... They put 
up a great fight.” 
—Coach Erik 
Connolly 


her Bergtraum counterpart to 
score only one more point. 
Co-captain Ha Ming Ong, 
who ranked first individually 
last season, took control early 
in the first singles game. She 
had a lead of 10-1, which 
resulted in a 21-3 win. The 
second doubles consisted of 
Jessica Tsang and Winnie 
Poon. Although they showed 
signs of some lack of commu- 


nication once in a while, miss- 
ing volleys, they were able to 
pull away on top, winning 
their game 21-3. The final sin- 
gles game of the meet played 
by Vivian Wen, concluded the 
contest. She had trouble 
returning volleys and running 
the court, resulting in a 21-14 
loss. The result of this match 
didn’t matter much however, 
as The Furies had already 
sealed the victory. 

“IT am very proud of my 
team. We have four rookies, 
threeof whom are freshmen. 
They put up a great fight, but 
there still is stuff we need to 
work on,” said Lisa Chen.” 
Coach Erik Connolly said, “ 
“It was a great first showing 
for Stuyvesant. The players 
played hard and very well. It 
looks to be a promising sea- 
son, but the players need to 
move a little more though and 
not be afraid to run. They 
should not be as steady as they 
were. Other than that, it was a 
great opening day. The team 
got the first-day jitters out of 
the way.” 
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BEATTIE ONE-HITS HUNTER 
IN 10-0 HITMEN WIN 


By ARTHUR TEBBEL 


Chris Beattie hurled a six 
inning one hitter and struck 
out 10 in Stuyvesants’ 10-0 
blow out of Hunter H.S. The 
game was Stuyvesant’s first in 
league competition, following 
a successful preseason in 
which they went 4-0. This puts 
Stuyvesant in position for a 
good run at the division A 
title. 

Chris Beattie was master- 
ful on the mound. Their only 
hit, a single by Hunter first 
baseman Scott Ganz, was 
given up only after Stuyvesant 
was well in control of the 
game. 

In addition to the awe- 
inspiring performance on the 
pitcher’s mound, Beattie also 
helped his cause at the plate, 
going 2-4 with three RBIs and 
a run scored. In Han Kang 
went 3-3 with two RBIs three 
stolen bases and three runs 
scored. Jesse Tucker hit 2-4, 
batted in one run, and scored 
three times. It was this spec- 
tacular offensive performance 
that forced Hunter to accept 
defeat in the sixth inning 
after Stuy scored six runs in 
the sixth, ending the game by 
the mercy rule. 

Injuries threatened to 
compromise Stuyvesant’s 
chances in this game. 
Shortstop Jesse Tucker and 
catcher Lance Fraenkel were 
hurt and forced to play first 
base and designated hitter 
respectively. Sam Faeder and 
Geoff Gilleaudeau did good 
jobs filling in for their injured 
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Trevor Koob scores one of Stuy’s ten runs against Hunter. 


teammates. “Even though 
many players played out of 
position, we were still able to 
play a good game,” said 
Gilleaudeau. This was an 
encouraging sign because it 
shows that the Hitmen are a 
deep team, able to deal with 
injuries without causing 
irreparable damage to the 
team. 

Chris Beattie may have 
been jinxed out of a possible 
no-hitter. The Hitmen had 
not mentioned the possibility 
of a no-hitter until, according 
to coach Hahn, coach Velkas 
did midway through the 
game. After Velkas uttered 
the words, the next batter hit 
the single that broke up the 


no-hitter. It is an unspoken 
law in baseball to never men- 
tion to a pitcher that he is on 
the verge of a no-hitter for 
fear of ruining his concentra- 
tion. 

Hunter seems to have 
emerged as Stuy’s present-day 
rival in most sports. Hunter 
makes a fitting rival it seems, 
because they are considered 
by many as the “other smart 
school in the city.” Any con- 
test between Hunter and 
Stuyvesant always are just a bit 
more intense than the every- 
day game. Hunter will get 
one more shot at Stuyvesant 
in the regular season, and 
possibly a third in the playoffs 
for ultimate bragging rights. 


Ethan Moses/The Sp 


Mimbas Complete 
Regular Season Sweep of Hunter 


By JOSH ROSS 


On April third Co-Captain 
Robin Kachka blasted a left- 
footed shot 20 yards from the 
Hunter goal that looked des- 
tined for the bottom right 
hand corner of the net. 
However, winds coming off 
the Hudson River altered its 
course, making it swerve off 
target, only to be knocked in 
by a perfectly timed sliding 
‘poke’ from Junior Adriana 
Diaz. This would be one of 
two goals for Diaz, and one of 
4 assists by Kachka, propelling 
the Mimbas to a 6-0 victory 
over Hunter. 


Diaz was the story of the 
game, scoring two goals off 
the Mimba bench after replac- 
ing Joanna Adamczak midway 
through the first half. Diaz 
had her whole family there to 
watch her battle her sister, 
Daniella Diaz, who plays for 
Hunter. 

“It was great playing 
against my sister,” said 
Adriana Diaz. “Great that I 
could help the team win.” 

After jumping out to a 2-0 
lead in the first half, the 
Mimbas couldn’t be too confi- 
dent. “We had the wind with 
us in the first half,” said 
Coach Fisher to his team dur- 
ing his halftime speech. 


“That’s how we got away with 
‘playing with the ball.’ We 
can’t do that without the wind 
with us...clear the ball!” 
Fisher was alluding to the 
Mimbas being a bit too care- 
less with the ball on the defen- 
sive end. They were making 
short and accurate passes, 
instead of simply clearing the 
ball out of their zone and get- 
ting control of it on the other 
end of the field. However, the 
Mimbas controlled possession 
of the ball for nearly the 
entire second half, blowing 
the game wide open by scor- 
ing two goals within two min- 
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Stuyvesant vs. Hunter 


Boys Tennis 
Loses To Hunter 


Bounces Back Against La Guardia 


By JACOB SMITH 


With each point, each 
game, and their aggravation 
mounting, many rackets were 
thrown down at the ground. 
When looking around the 
tennis courts along the FDR 
Drive on April 3, looks of 
intense displeasure were 
apparent on the faces of 
Stuy's Boy's Tennis players 
during their 3-2 loss to 
Hunter. 

Junior Vladmir Koutun 
lost his second singles match 
8-5. Koutun had trouble 
landing his first serves, result- 
ing in many opportunities for 
his opponent to attack his 
weaker second serve. The 
first doubles team, made up 
of the co-captains and the 
only seniors, Will Gordon and 
Jason Lockhart, lost their 
match 8-6. Although the 
score would lead you to think 
that the match was close 
throughout, Gordon and 


me 


their next match on April 24. 

Freshman Magdy El 
Mihdawy was simply out- 
played in his 8-4 loss. Coach 
Pon was so struck with the 
skill of El Mihdawy’s oppo- 
nent that he inquired as to 
whether or not he was ranked 
citywide, which is a high 
praise for a tennis player, 
especially one playing third 
singles. “Magdy looked very 
good,” Pon said, “but the 
Hunter player was too much.” 

In this loss to Hunter, 
there were some scattered 
bright spots. Roy Braid, a 
junior who plays first singles 
for Stuyvesant, looked impres- 
sive, beating his Hunter coun- 
terpart 8-4. The Hunter play- 
er looked exceedingly over- 
matched, frequently unable 
to return Braid's serves and 
volleys. The second doubles 
team, Dwight Low and Joo 
Young Yoon, overtook their 
opponents 8-4. 

Stuy had its first victory of 
the season against Manhattan 


/The Spectator 


Lockhart spent much of the 
game in a futile attempt to 
come back from an early 3-0 
deficit. “We didn’t play well 
enough to beat them today, 
said Gordon, “but we definite- 
ly, definitely can beat them.” 
After watching their per- 
formance, Coach Tim Pon 
said that he might have his 
first and second doubles 
teams play against each other 
to determine who would hold 
the first doubles spot. “The 
seniors have to be much more 
aggressive,” said Pon. “They 
kept everything in play, but 
they play too defensively.” 
Stuy will have a chance to 
avenge the loss to Hunter in 


Center High School on April 
5, demolishing last year’s 
weakest Manhattan team 5-0. 
Stuy was so dominant, that 
when you add up the scores 
of the 5 matches, Stuy walks 
away on top 50 games to 14. 
“They are the worst team in 
Manhattan,” said junior 
Edward Seo, “so it’s not a big 
deal.” Seo won his first sin- 
gles match 10-3. Stuy also 
shut out Humanities in the 
same fashion, beating them 5- 
0, by a combined score of 40- 
3. 

Losing to Hunter should 
not weigh too heavily on the 
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